INTRODUCTION
Plants are widely used as source in medical field for several thousand years according to Abu (2005) . Traditional healers in India use 2,500 plants species while 100 species of plants are found to serve as regular source of medicines (Pei, 2001 ). According to World Health Organization (WHO), 80% of the people depend on traditional medicines for their primary health care needs all over the world. One fourth of medicinal drugs are based on plants and their derivatives in both underdeveloped and developing countries (Principe, 1991) . About 10% of World's vascular plant species representing 20,000 to 25,000 species are under severe threat of varying degrees according to IUCN on a global basis. The demands for various parts of the medicinal plants have been met by indiscriminate harvesting of natural flora. This result in severe loss to both generic and species diversity. This biodiversity loss has become a severe ecological problem (Soule, 1991) .
RET plants are grown and multiplied naturally in restricted areas. Preliminary work on identifying RET medicinal plant biodiversity has been initiated in India. 1The massive conversion of forest land into human environments has threatened the existence of many species (Dasappa and Jagat, 1999) . Medicinal plants categorized in to different RET species depending the degree of threat they are facing.
Andhra Pradesh is endowed with rich forest resources having variety of flora and fauna the Estimate of total number of medicinal plants of Andhra Pradesh is around 1800 species as per the data base maintained by FRLHT, Bangalore. Traditionally, the local tribes depend on the medicinal plants for treatment of common ailments and the Knowledge is transmitted from generation to generation through folklore. Due to ever-increasing biotic pressure, over exploitation and regeneration of timber, pulpwood, fuel wood and bamboo species, no special attention was paid to identify, preserve and popularize the medicinal plants. It is therefore, essential that a fillip be given preserve the medicinal plants in the natural forest Accordingly the state has declared a number of forest areas rich in flora and fauna including medicinal plants as Medicinal Plants Conservation Areas (MPCA). One such MPCA has been established at Talakona with an area of 250ha. 
III. MATERIALS AND METHODS
Ethno botanical survey was carried out in Talakona 
IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

LIMITATIONS OF THE RESEARCH
Present research is mainly concentrating on the identification and documentation of RET plants species of the study area. Population studies including species richness, species diversity, and conservation priority index have to be calculated. Distribution analysis of Ret plant species in different parts of study area also planned but not able to studied due to the shortage of time and so many other factors.
V. CONCLUSION
Talakona is one of the richest gene banks of medicinal plant resources in Andhra Pradesh. Tribes of Talakona have very good knowledge on the usage of medicinal plant resources for various purposes including medicines for various ailments. Harvest pressure on wild population of RET species has to be reduced by promoting viable commercial cultivation with the community. This work helps researchers to build on existing information and by avoiding repetition of research leading to conservation efforts on RET species including species recovery techniques. Proper management and conservation methods are not followed seriously, RET medicinal plants may be wiped out in near future from the forest.
Research Potential : There is lot of research potential regarding to RET plants. Genetic mapping of RET plants has to be done for comparative analysis, molecular markers have to be prepared which are useful in the identification of RET plants of different regions of Eastern Ghats, It also allows the opportunity for the establishment of tissue, embryo and somatic cell banks of RET species. Studies of Seed Biology helps to propose holistic and multidisciplinary efforts for the conservation of RET plants species.
Justification of the Research : Conservation of medicinal plants provides equal emphasis in the conservation of biodiversity and cultural diversity. This work is helpful for the people engaged in the conservation of biodiversity. It provides the scope for the study of reproduction biology of the RET plants which is helpful in their cultivation and conservation programmers.
